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 12392912-2-4-12 Open 7 Days A Week • M–Sat 10-6 • Sun 11-5

 2801 College Road • 479-7335

  25% OFF 25% OFF 25% OFF
 ALL DOLLHOUSES ALL DOLLHOUSES ALL DOLLHOUSES

 & FURNITURE & FURNITURE & FURNITURE
 (Playmobile, Educo,  (Playmobile, Educo,  (Playmobile, Educo, 

 Melissa & Doug, etc.) Melissa & Doug, etc.) Melissa & Doug, etc.)

 13391795-2-4-12

 300 Old Steese Highway in Northgate Square
 Hours: M-F 10 to 6 • Sat 10 to 5

 www.blueribbonsewing.com • 474-4739

 Largest Selection of Sewing 
 Machines in Fairbanks

 57391087-2-25-12

 810 Barnette St.
 Fairbanks AK 99701

 View listings at 
 www.WesMadden.com 
 info@wesmadden.com

 452-3000

 White Palms Furniture & Art

 Joan Stepovich
 Broker/Designer
 Stepovich Realty

 1741 College Road (Across from Fairgrounds) • whitepalms.net • 378-4646

 Escape t
o 

 Paradise
!

 Wed-Sat 
 12-5

 Scan Here
 for a 

 GREAT 
 SHOW !

 Valentine’s
 Sale!

 40%  OFF
 All Paintings
 and Pillows

 through
 Valentine’s Day!
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 Correction
 The  Blue Loon  ad in 
 the  Friday February 
 3rd Latitude 65
 section contained 
 incorrect dates for the 
 Young Dubliners
 concert. The correct 
 dates are  Friday, 
 February 10 , and 
 Saturday, February 
 11.  We are sorry for 
 any inconvenience this 
 may have caused .

 12393155 2-4-12

 21392568-2-4-12

 Mon.–Sat., 11:30 a.m.–9 p.m. Mon.–Sat., 11:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
 457-2200 • 3535 College Rd. 457-2200 • 3535 College Rd.
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 EXCEL
 ULTRABlack

 Never, ever buy another 
 stove pipe!

 Only ULTRABlack
 stove pipe, with

 double wall construction,
 is covered by a true, no 

 questions asked, 100% full 
 replacement lifetime warranty.
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H

E

 On College Road next to the Farmers Market  •  452-4002  •  www.thewoodway.com

 WOODWAY
 Warming the heart of Alaska since  1 9 78  Open: Weekdays 9 – 6

 Saturday  9 –5

 L O C A L LY  O W N E D

 12392994-2-25-12

 EXCEL

 Change
 out your pipe 

 when you 
 change out your 
 FNSB-Qualified 

 stove!

 11391408-2-25-12

 De l l i e  B .  Dick in s on ,  LPC De l l i e  B .  Dick in s on ,  LPC
 Licensed Professional Counselor

 Over 15 Years Experience
 Now Accepting New Clients

 delliedickinson@yahoo.com • 1716 University Avenue

 460-2166 460-2166
 individual, marital, family, relationships,  individual, marital, family, relationships, 

 stress, depression, women's issues stress, depression, women's issues

 21393110 2-4-12

 3677 College Rd. • 455-6055
 In the Campus Corner Mall

 www.alaskasgold.com

 Fine Jewelers & Designers

 12392295-2-25-12

 D iam on ds –
 T he Perfect G ift

 F or all the things you 
 L ove about her –

 O n Sale now  through
 Valentine’s D ay!

 More than words can say . . .

OUR TOWN

I thought we’d share some 
good news from our homes 
to yours. The thought behind 
sharing this is to give other 
tribes fuel for thought. It might 
spark an idea for another com-
munity to do the same.

— Cesa Sam, Huslia

Temperatures in 
Huslia have been in 
the 60-below range. 

With this freezing weather, 
homes have been experienc-
ing fuel lines gelling, causing 
Toyostoves and furnaces to 
shut down. However, that’s 
not the good news.

Huslia Tribal Council Sec-
ond Chief Speedy Sam made 

the decision to hire a crew 
— Byron Peters, Tuffboy Vent, 
Leon Nollner, Russell David, 
Vincent Henry, Benny Attla, 
Victor Vent, Floyd Vent Sr., 
William Penn, Farmer Vent, 
Robbie Williams and Speedy 
Sam — to help with heater 
issues. 

They worked their way 
through the village to help 
residents restart their heaters, 
bank homes and fuel tanks 
with snow, shovel out/saw/
split/stack wood, pump fuel 
and clean stove pipes.

The crew tore down the 
old mission and delivered the 
wood to people in danger of 
running out of wood. People 

also donated wood to this 
cause. They also hauled and 
pumped fuel to homes. 

Beverly Sam noticed the 
crew working next door. She 
quickly made sandwiches and 
hot tea. Vivian Bifelt made 
delicious soup for them. The 
men were happy for the food. 
Folks also prepared food and 
brought it to the Tribal Build-
ing for the workers.

The community is extreme-
ly thankful for the much-need-
ed help provided by the tribe. 
Every person needing help 
was helped, whether it was at 
a home, an office building or 
teacher housing. Stay warm 
and cozy folks.

Life at 40 below
Winter continued to show her 

love of Interior Alaska by bestow-
ing yet another cold snap on its 

beleaguered resi-
dents this week-
end. 

The temperature 
at Fairbanks Inter-
national Airport hit 
50 below zero Sat-

urday morning for the first time 
since 2006, while a low of 57 below 
was reported in North Pole.

Fort Yukon and Huslia were the 
coldest Interior communities at 63 
below zero, while two others beat 
their own records.

Tanana hit 61 below zero Satur-
day morning, breaking its previous 
record low of 58 below, set in 1919, 
and Bettles, at 60 below, broke its 
previous record of 56 below, which 
was set in 1989.

The cold temperatures also 
brought ice fog, prompting the 
National Weather Service to issue 
a dense fog advisory for the mid-
dle Tanana Valley. Visibility was 
a quarter of a mile or less with 
the possibility of being reduced to 
near zero, according to the advi-
sory, and drivers were cautioned 
to reduce speed and use low-beam 
headlights.

The double-whammy of cold 
and ice fog forced smaller airlines 
to cancel all flights in and out of 
Fairbanks and other Interior com-
munities. 

Quakeproofing FMH
For decades, the people who 

oversaw Fairbanks 
Memorial Hospital 
shared a comforting 
thought about the 
building — even if 
a powerful earth-
quake struck, they 

were confident it would remain 
standing.

But in the past few years, the 
Greater Fairbanks Community 
Hospital Foundation’s Board 
of Trustees dug a little deeper. 
Although they knew it would stand 
up under the worst circumstances, 
they weren’t as sure the building 
would remain operational. 

With that goal in mind, FMH 
has started a $1.7 million project 
to upgrade the structure of the 
building, providing an extra dose of 
insurance for the only public hospi-
tal in the Interior.

“Not only do we want the people 
inside to be safe, we want the hos-
pital to work,” said Niejse Steink-
ruger, a member of the hospital 
board.

FMH has weathered seismic 
events in the past, including a 
big one — the 2002 Denali Earth-
quake, which delivered a 7.9 mag-
nitude rattle to Interior Alaska. 
Jim Loftus, who is leading the hos-
pital strengthening effort for PDC 
Engineering, said even that didn’t 
come close to putting FMH out of 
commission. 

But a bigger event is out there, 
even if it’s extremely unlikely. 
Loftus said the hospital is being 
upgraded to withstand an earth-
quake that statistically has only a 2 
percent chance of occurring during 
a 50-year period.

Educator layoffs loom
Educators from Fairbanks and 

across Alaska on Monday urged 
state lawmakers to make a mod-
est bump in education funding 

to stave off teacher 
layoffs. 

The Senate 
Education Com-
mittee heard testi-
mony from teach-
ers, administrators 

and parents before advancing a 
measure that would increase per-
student funding $125 the first 
year, to $5,805; $130 the second 
year, to $5,935; and $135 the third 
year, to $6,070. 

The measure, Senate Bill 171, 
crafted by the Education Commit-
tee, is aimed at helping schools 
deal with rising fixed costs.

The proposed budget Gov. Sean 
Parnell submitted late last year 
included flat funding that, when 
combined with declining federal 
funding, has put districts across 
the state in a tough spot. Offi-
cials at the Juneau school district 
recently announced they would 
have to cut more than 66 posi-
tions. 

Even if the Legislature passes 
a $125 increase this year, it’s not 
expected to cover the needs of 
everyone. According to testimony, 
the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District is slated to lose 
about 160 positions, but that num-
ber would be reduced to 130 if the 
measure passes.

Occupiers here to stay
Occupy Fairbanks protesters 

have been considerably less com-
fortable since the borough removed 
their chemical toilet from Veteran’s 
Memorial Park last month, but 
the rotating group of protesters 
still plans to keep the Fairbanks 

wing of the Occupy 
Wall Street move-
ment going into 
the spring.

The chemical 
toilet was removed 
Jan. 19 after the 

borough asked the company that 
had been renting it to protesters to 
do so because the Occupiers lacked 
a permit. 

According to the Occupy move-
ment, State Rep. Tammie Wilson 

of North Pole got the ball rolling 
for removing the toilet when she 
got a call from a constituent who 
mentioned a city ordinance about 
the long term use of portable toi-
lets.

Wilson did not return a phone 
call for this story, but in a letter 
she wrote to one of the protesters 
that was provided to the News-
Miner by the Occupy movement 
she said she had received many 
phone calls from veterans in her 
district concerned about illegal 
camping at the park. 

Mushers meet and greet 
Before this year’s Yukon Quest 

start banquet, Allen Moore asked his 
wife, Quest champion Aliy Zirkle, if 
she could help him out a little. Last 
year he drew second to last, not his 
ideal choice for a starting position.

This year, Zirkle held the well-
worn bunny boot 
mushers drew from 
to determine their 
starting position. 
She must have held 
the boot just right 
for Moore.

“I told her she better help me out 
in this number system. Last year it 
didn’t work out too good,” he said. 
“But wow, baby, you better give me 
three or four next time, it’s too obvi-
ous getting one!”

By drawing number one, Moore 
will be the first musher out of the 
chute Saturday at the start of the 
29th annual Yukon Quest Interna-
tional Sled Dog Race in downtown 
Fairbanks.

While the official purpose of the 
banquet was to draw starting bib 
numbers, it was really a time for 
mushers, officials, volunteers and 
fans to celebrate a little, and honor 
those it takes to make the race pos-
sible.

Over a prime-rib buffet dinner 

at the Westmark Hotel, mushers 
went up, one by one, to draw their 
number. Some mushers kept it brief, 
others had many to thank or a story 
to tell. 

Rookie Gus Guenther, who drew 
20, kept it the shortest, with only 
a brief “thank you.” His moment 
came earlier in the night when he 
won his $1,000 entry fee back in a 
drawing for mushers who signed 
up early.

Blogger claims privilege
A former state representative 

who writes a political blog refused 
Thursday to reveal who provided 
him information about U.S. Sen-

ate candidate Joe 
Miller during his 
2010 campaign, 
repeatedly claim-
ing reporter’s 
privilege during a 
deposition.

Andrew Halcro was deposed 
by Miller’s legal team in Mill-
er’s claim against the Fairbanks 
North Star Borough. Miller 
alleges that confidential informa-
tion from his borough personnel 
file was improperly leaked to the 
media during his unsuccessful 
run against Sen. Lisa Murkows-
ki.

The action is an outgrowth, 
and legally a part of, lawsuits 
brought against the borough 
in 2010 by the Fairbanks Dai-
ly News-Miner and the Alaska 
Dispatch for access to borough 
records about Miller’s employ-
ment at the borough.

Halcro, a Murkowski support-
er and former Anchorage legisla-
tor, included several items on his 
blog in the summer of 2010 that 
questioned Miller’s work history 
as a part-time borough attorney. 
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OUR TOWN
the week in review

ATHABASCAN
word of the week

The Athabascan Word of the Week appears every Saturday on page A3 of the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner. The words are provided by Susan “K’etsoo” Paskvan of Yukon-Koyukuk School District. She is origi-
nally from the village of Koyukuk on the Yukon River in Interior Alaska. She is Tleeyegge Hut’aane, which is Koyukon Athabascan. She seeks stories and phrases from both Denaakk’e (Koyukon Athabascan) and 
Denak’a (Lower Tanana Athabascan), which are languages spoken in the Yukon-Koyukuk School District region. Yukon-Koyukuk School District serves the villages of Allakaket, Hughes, Huslia, Koyukuk, Nulato, 
Kaltag, Ruby, Manley Hot Springs and Minto. The Board of Education places a priority on teaching the Native languages within the district.

Photo by Cesa Sam

These guys are tearing down the old mission 
house to give the logs to people who need 
wood. This old mission house has housed a lot 
of people and served its purpose well.

Phrases:
Detlekts’e nee ye  
kk’onhoodeneeyh:

We are all 
working together

Translation:
detlekts’e: 

everyone
nee ye : 
together

kk’onhoodeneeyh: 
we (a group) working

Crew pitches in to help villagers with cold-related problems


